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Property Marking

What is Property Marking?

Security Marking 15 a simpla, low-cost and highly effective way to safeguard many
types of property. For maximum deterrent effect, the marking must be readily visible
and permanent, making the item of no value to the would-be thiaf. In the avent that
marked equipment Is lost or stolen, it is easlly identified and there |5 a better chance
of recovery.

There are a number of methods of marking property quickly and easily and at little
cost per ibem:

CHEMICAL ETCHING

Chemical etching is an effective method of permanently marking surfaces such as
plastic, wood, glass, aluminium, painted surfaces etc. A disposable adhesive stencil
punchad through with the kettering required by the property owner is attachad to the
Item and special marking fluld applied. The stendl Is then remowved, leawving a
permanent wisible mark chemically etched into the surface of the property. This
cannot be removed without defacng the item,

The marking process is quick and simple and Is normally carried owt by the owner
However several companies in Hong Kong also provide 2 marking service, including
for the glass and Interor accessories of vehicles and marine vessals,

LABELLING B ETCHING

Chemical etching can be combined with labels which remain on the property, for
higher wisibiity and deterrent effect. These labels can be In colowr and cam show
owner's name, logo, Chinese characters and even barcodes. After printing, the labels
are punched through with the lettening required by the property owner and marking
compound s applied thowgh the holes to etch the surface.

The labels are made from tamper-resistant material and are difficult to remowe but
even If removed, the ID mark remains permanentty and wisibly etched Imto the
surface of the Item.

ELECTRONIC ID TAGGING

Electronic tagoing s usually used in identifying high-value items. Relevant
Iinformation ts programmed Into small electronic RFID tags, which are then
permanently attached to the surface of the item or concealed Inside it. Cwnership of
the item can be checked by using handheld readers to read the tag.

MICRODOTS

These are tiny dots about the siz2 of a pinhead, printed with a sarial numbser unigua
to the owner of the item, which can only be read with a special magnifier The dots
are usually supplied in small containers with speoal adhesive and a number of dots
are then brushed onto the surfacefhidden areas of the item. Even entire vehicles can
be sprayed with such microdots. To be safe, the would-be thief would hawve to search
the entire surface of the (tem to ensure all dots have been removed.

METAL MARKING

Hard metal sufaces such as stainless stesl can be marked by electro-chemical
‘stching’ process.

A stendl s typed or photographically produced with lettering specified by the
proparty owner. Using a small handheld electronic device, the mark Is then guickly
and easily transfarred to the metal surface.

Any uncoated metal which is capable of conducting electricity can be marked in this
way.

DMA B FORENSIC CHEMICAL MARKING

High-risk Items such as tooks and equipment can be marked with a DMNA or forensic
chemical code which is unique and registered to the owner of the eguipment.

The DNA chemical is contained in an adhesive solution, lacquer, or chemical etching
fluid which is applied to the eguipment. To remove all traces of the DNA would be
wary diffioult requiring the thief to access all oracks, seams and uneven surfaces. It
Is therefore difficult to remove the forensic ownership evidence without completely
defacing the item. The fluld can contain a UV element which shows up under U

examination, aiding the collection of samples for analysis and identification.

DATABASE/ REGISTRATION OF MARKS

All pwner unigue 1D marks which are applied to property can be registered on a
secure global database, to facilitate identification of owner and proof of ownership in
event of loss and subsequent recovery. Some of these databases offer addithonal
functionality, such as the abllity to amend owner detalls, register transfer of

ownership, report lostffound and even an asset management function.

Where Can You Get Professional Advice?

In Hong kong, there are a number of companies which can provide expert advice on
permansnt property marking, tallored to your requirements. The Crime Prevention
Bureau adwizes that if you Intend to permanently mark property, advice be sought
from a reputable company.

The following Is a list of companies which sponsored the Crime Prevention
Bureau's Property Marking display module:

—— SELECTAMSRPE (nona kong) LMITED
BB oA om o4 4
Address 2205, 23/F Minwick Centre, 32-36& Hollywood Road Central, Hong Hong
Tel (B52) 2519 4355
Fax (B52) 2519 BAVY
Email infoiselectamark. com. hk
‘Website weww. selectamark.com.hik
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